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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE        
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, 

CALIFORNIA HELD APRIL 23, 2013.   
 
Mayor Juarez called the City Council, Parking Authority and Housing Authority meetings to order jointly 
and concurrently at 6:08 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 4455 W. 126th Street, 
Hawthorne, California.      
    
ROLL CALL-Present:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Valentine, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Juarez.  
  Absent: None. 
 
Reverend Larry Becker of Trinity Lutheran Church gave the evening’s invocation.  Mr. Paul Lowe led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.    
 
Mayor Juarez called for a moment of silence for the victims of the Boston Marathon.  
 
Mayor Juarez called Chris Benyon from MIG who presented the Downtown Hawthorne Specific Plan.   
 
Finance Manager Lani Emmich carried out the annual drawing to determine the order of locations for the 
firework booths.  American Legion Post 314, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2075 and Wounded Heroes 
of America are certified applicants that are guaranteed booth locations.  The order of the drawing was as 
follows: Hawthorne Moose Lodge #1746, District 37 Little League Baseball, Southern California 
Gunners Soccer Club, South Bay Universal Child Development Center and St. Joseph Roman Catholic 
Church. 
 
 

1. 
 
Under oral communications Gary Parsons spoke in support of the employment contract of Mr. Miyahira.   
Pat Donaldson announced that the State of the Region will be held at The Proud Bird on May 10th at 12 
noon.  Offered the Chamber’s assistance to keep the senior center open later than the current 2pm closing 
time.  Allen Richards questioned why materials regarding Resolution 7530 (Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month) and Resolution 7531 (National Autism Awareness Month) were not provided. Reported that 
skyrockets go off at least once every three to four weeks a block from his home.  Lani Emmich 
announced that the upcoming Relay for Life, sponsored by the American Cancer Society, will be held at 
Hawthorne High School on April 27th at 9am.  Monica Lubenec, Head of Registration for Relay for Life, 
announced that she is selling ribbons for $1; proceeds from the ribbon sale will go to the American 
Cancer Society.  Mike Talleda thanked everyone for recognizing the work that Wounded Heroes of 
America does.  Spoke on how much it means to the veterans to have a fireworks booth.  The Wounded 
Heroes will be holding a fundraising golf tournament and dinner on May 9th.  Darlene Love thanked the 
Council for attending and giving out the awards at Volunteer Appreciation Day.  For those that did not 
pick up their certificates, please contact Rosalinda Martinez at the Memorial Center.  Alex Monteiro 
congratulated the Planning department for the RFP and the selection of MIG and is excited to participate 
in the process for the strategic plan.  Appreciates all the help given by Yvette Johnson of Behavioral 
Health Services, the Pacifica House volunteers and Lily Craig from Chevron for the 31st Annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Day.  Announced that the State of the City will be held on May 10th at 11am at 
the Memorial Center, the 5K and 18th Annual Health Fair will be held on May 11th at the Memorial 
Center, the Taste of Hawthorne will be held on May 19th at the Hawthorne Airport and the Hawthorne 
Presidents Council Canine BBQ Dinner will be held on May 23rd.  Jerry Jamgotchian spoke against the 
employment contract of Mr. Miyahira. Feels MIG is something positive that the city needs.  Frances 
Stiglich reported that she received a volunteer award and very much enjoyed the ceremony.  Spoke on the 
tour she took of SpaceX and asked that we do everything we can to support them.        
 
  

2. 
 
Mayor Juarez recessed the Parking Authority and Housing Authority meetings to conduct the meeting of 
the City Council. 
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3. 
 

Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that the reading of the City Council 
minutes of the regular meeting of April 9, 2013 be waived and that they be approved and adopted.    
  
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Juarez.  
                       NOES:  None.        
 

4. 
 

Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, to waive full readings of resolutions 
and ordinances on April 23, 2013’s agenda.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Valentine, Michelin, Vargas, Reyes English, Mayor Juarez.   
                        NOES: None.                 
 

5. 
 

The City Treasurer submitted a financial statement regarding warrants.  
 
Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that the following warrants, properly 
audited and signed, be paid. 
 
  
            Warrants Nos.:  109312-109623   ; 435340-435540   ;     20180-20625   
  

Warrant Totals:  $713,532.21      ;    $1,308,085.29    ;       $822,967.89  
 

ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Valentine, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Juarez.     
                        NOES:  None.                

 
6.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 7527 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA 
RATIFYING AND APPROVING THE EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT OF MATERIALS AND 
LABOR WITHOUT COMPETITIVE BIDDING.  
 
Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that Resolution 7527 be approved and 
adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Valentine, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Juarez         
                    NOES:  None.      
 

7. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 7528 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA IN 
SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 135 (PADILLA) ENTITLED EARTHQUAKE EARLY WARNING 
SYSTEM.  
 
Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that Resolution 7528 be approved and 
adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Valentine, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Juarez         
                    NOES:  None.      
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8. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 7530 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA 
PROCLAIMING THE MONTH OF APRIL AS “SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH” AND 
DESIGNATING APRIL 25, 2013 AS “DENIM DAY” (OBSERVANCE) IN THE CITY OF 
HAWTHORNE.  
 
Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that Resolution 7530 be approved and 
adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Valentine, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Juarez         
                    NOES:  None.      
 

9. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 7531 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA IN 
SUPPORT OF THE MONTH OF APRIL AS NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH. 

 
Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that Resolution 7531 be approved and 
adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Valentine, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Juarez         
                       NOES:  None.      

 

10. 

City Clerk Huber announced that this was the time and place for the Public Hearing on Appeal 
Application No. 2013AA01, appealing the March 20, 2013 Planning Commission denial of General Plan 
Amendment 2012GP03 and Change of Zone 2012CZ01.      

Planning Department’s declaration publication filed. No written communications were received.   
 
Mayor Juarez called for public comments. 

Under oral comments Bernard McGrumby requested that the City Council overturn the Planning 
Commission’s denial regarding Application No. 2013AA01. 

Mayor Juarez ordered to close the public portion of the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, to approve the appeal of Application 
No. 2013AA01 and direct the City Attorney to prepare the resolution for the general plan amendment and 
the ordinance for the change of zone.     
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Juarez.         
          NOES: None.    

 
 
The City Manager, Michael Goodson, presented the following agenda and requested approval of the 
indicated recommendation: 
 

11. 
 
Appointment of Acting City Attorney Russell Miyahira to position of City Attorney. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the City Council Approve Employment Agreement between 
Russell Miyahira and City of Hawthorne for position of City Attorney.   
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Mayor Juarez recused himself from this item due to possible conflict. 
 
Acting City Attorney Russell Miyahira also recused himself from this item and Assistant City Attorney 
Melissa Crosthwaite replaced him on the dais and was available to answer questions.   
 
MOTION TO CONTINUE 
Councilmember Michelin moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas to continue this item until the 
meeting of May 14, 2013.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas.      
            NOES:  None.   ABSENT: Mayor Juarez. 

12. 

 
Approve Progress Payment No. 4 due to Martinez Landscape Company, 12337 San Fernando Road, 
Sylmar, Ca 91342 for General Maintenance Project # 12-01), in the amount of $127,358.71.      
  

13. 
 
Approve Roadway Improvement Agreement between County of Los Angeles and City of Hawthorne and 
authorize Director of Public Works and General Services to execute it on behalf of the City 
 

14. 
 
Approve Sixth Amendment to the Franchise Agreement for Residential, Commercial and Roll-off Refuse 
Collection and Disposal Service between the City of Hawthorne and Allied Waste Services concerning 
Rate Adjustment and authorize the Mayor or City Manager to execute the Agreement and any and all 
amendments thereto. 
      

15. 
 
Accept the Report of Independent Auditors and Authorize Filing of Fiscal Year 2011-12 Combined 
Annual Financial Report 

 
16. 

 
Approve Fireworks Drawing – Acceptance of Qualified Applicants and Commence Drawing for Names 
for the Selection of Approved Locations. 
 
Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English to approve items No. 12, 13, 14, 15 
and 16 of the City Manager’s consent calendar.   
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Juarez.       
            NOES:  None.  

17. 

 
The Acting City Attorney, Russell Miyahira, recommended that the claim filed on behalf of Armando 
Mendez arising out of slip and fall )dangerous condition of public property) be denied in its entirety.  
 
      Mayor Juarez moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that the claim filed on behalf of 
Armando Mendez arising out of slip and fall) dangerous condition of public property) be denied in its 
entirety.  
 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Juarez.       
            NOES:  None.    
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18. 
 

There were no Council’s Discussion/Action Items 
 

                                                                      19. 
 

Under Elected Official Reports and Recommendations.  
 

City Treasurer Lubenec attended volunteer Appreciation Day where 199 people received awards for their 
volunteering efforts including his daughter who he is very proud of.   Announced that Friends of the 
Library will be holding a book sale this Saturday.  Thanked everyone who supported his daughter’s 
fundraising efforts for Relay for Life which will be held on Saturday.  Congratulated all the organizations 
that won a fireworks stand this year.   
 
Councilmember Vargas spoke on looking at ways for the city to rebrand itself.  Recommended that the 
signs at the entrances to the city be redone by adding some type of symbol that represents a rocket ship in 
order to promote SpaceX.  Public Works Director Arnie Shadbehr stated that SpaceX can provide 
branding for us as it is already in our agreement with them; there is a project going to bid that will include 
a mockup of the Falcon Heavy Rocket on Hawthorne Boulevard.  Due to Councilmembers Vargas and 
Valentine being co hosts of the State of the Region, Councilmember Vargas asked Mayor Juarez if he 
would be willing to move the date of the State of the City to two or three weeks later.  This would also 
give all those attending the State of the Region an opportunity to attend the State of the City.  Expressed 
disappointment in the way that Walmart came into the city without publicly announcing themselves.   
 
Councilmember Valentine encouraged the Planning department to apply for the Compass Blue Print 
grant.  This grant is about $270,000 and is given by SCAG every year for planning purposes for transit 
oriented development; the deadline to apply is May 31st.  Attended the League of California Cities 
Revenue and Taxation Policy Committee meeting on April 5th and reported on key discussion areas 
including the Affordable Care Act, Enterprise Zones, Sequestration and Economic Development Bills.  
The League asked cities for support of SB33, SB1080, SB470 and AB294 and Councilmember Valentine 
directed staff to prepare resolutions in support of these bills and also directed staff to write a letter to our 
Congresswoman to let her know how Sequestration will affect the City of Hawthorne.  Expressed her 
thanks to everyone who participated in Volunteer Appreciation Day and to those who volunteered to 
make the day a wonderful event.  Having previously been a recipient of a volunteer award, was happy to 
now be able to hand out awards.  While agrees that Walmart will be a good employer, is still troubled 
over the stealth way that Walmart came into the city without giving those who were opposed  an 
opportunity to express their views.     
 
Councilmember Michelin expressed excitement over the MIG presentation and looks forward to the 
communities’ input on this.  This project is going to bring economic development into Hawthorne.   
Congratulated everybody that won a fireworks stand.  Attended the volunteer awards and thanked the 
volunteers for everything they do.  Looks forward to attending Relay for Life and commended Lani 
Emmich for the decorations along Hawthorne Boulevard.  Thanked Pacifica House, Chevron and Alex 
Monteiro for their help with the volunteer awards.  Will try to make the Wounded Heroes of America golf 
tournament on May 9th at the Brookside Golf Club in Pasadena.   Requested that the Mayor reconsider the 
time or date of the State of the City as it coincides with the State of the Region.  Since we are trying to 
move together as one city, would like to see the two economic development councils in the city come 
together as one.  As far as the rebranding of Hawthorne, thinks that’s an excellent idea and is all for it.  
Requested that the meeting be adjourned in memory of the victims of the Boston tragedy.   
 
Councilmember Reyes English explained that tonight’s resolutions on Autism and Denim Day were to 
bring awareness on the sensitive subjects of autism and sexual assault.  Announced that the Service 
Provider and Resource Fair will be held on June 1st along with Earth Day outside the Memorial Center.  
Spoke on the Health Exchange, a mandatory system that gives individuals 18 and older until January 2014 
to select a health plan.  Directed staff to make available at the next meeting more information on the 
Health Exchange either through a presentation or literature.  Thanked the Planning department for the 
consultant that was brought on to do our plan.  Looks forward to listening to both the Economic 
Development and Mayor’s Round Table meetings to come up with productive ideas for the betterment of 
Hawthorne.   
 
 
Mayor Juarez thanked Daniel Granados of the Hawthorne Library for the opportunity to read to the kids 
for National Library Week.  Encouraged attendance to the Wounded Heroes of America Golf 
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Tournament. As far as the MIG consultant, is happy that this organization was picked.  Asked that a copy 
of MIG’s proposal be available in the City Clerk’s office and on the city website for anyone interested in 
seeing where we are going with this project.  Spoke on the effects that Sequestration has had on air traffic 
controllers, HUD and Boeing.  Thanked Alex Monteiro for all his efforts to bring about Volunteer 
Appreciation Day.  Mayor Juarez also acknowledged the individuals who received volunteer awards but 
had passed away within the last year.  Was happy to report that according to an article in the Daily 
Breeze, crime was down in Hawthorne and other South Bay cities.  Commended the Police department for 
doing a great job.  Looks forward to the monuments that SpaceX will be providing at the city’s entrances.  
Mayor Juarez stated that even though the State of the City and the State of the Region are scheduled on 
the same day, the State of the City will still be held on May 10th.  Requested that the stakeholders of the 
Mayor’s Economic Development Round Table be put on the May 14th agenda in order to present their 
initiatives.  Announced that Wal-Mart is coming to Hawthorne and today was the first day that they 
opened their employment office where over 700 people applied for 65 positions.   
 
 

20. 
 

Mayor Juarez adjourned the regular meeting at 9:27pm in memory of Shirley Institoris, Robert 
Steinhauer and those that lost their lives at the Boston Marathon.    

 
 

 
 
 
 

 ___________________________ 
  Norbert Huber      
  City Clerk  
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